








2009 END OF SESSION REPORT ¢ SENATOR CHRIS MARR

Spokane projects funded in construction budget

The two-year construction bud-
get we approved this year was
notably smaller than usual because
money used to support it had to be
used to plug the gaping hole in our
operating budget. Even so, a series
of Spokane projects proved their
worth and secured funding.

 Spokane Falls Community College
will get $27.8 million for a new
chemistry and life science build-
ing and another $13.8 million to
renovate its music building.

» Washington State University
Spokane will get $4.3 million to
design a biomedical and health
sciences research and teaching
facility at the Riverpoint Campus.

* More than $400,000 will sup-
port the construction of the
Emmanuel Family Life Center in
Spokane to house fitness, edu-
cational, addiction recovery and
other programs.

* Spokane Public Radio will get
$223,000 to purchase equip-
ment to strengthen its signal in
rural areas.

* $4.3 million was approved to
support projects to co-locate
YMCA and YWCA programs in
single facilities in Central and
North Spokane.

* $500,000 was approved for
restoring historic features at the
Spokane County Courthouse.

* $1.3 million will be provided to
help expand the Northeast Com-
munity Center.

* $1 million will go toward
improvements at the Airway
Heights Water Treatment Plant.

 Up to $2.5 million in alternative
financing would be authorized
to support the renovation of the
Mount Spokane Lodge.

It's also worth mentioning two
other projects from our area that
will benefit from our efforts in

Olympia. I supported legislation
approved this year that will allow
communities to designate “revi-
talization areas” and retain some
of the new taxes generated from
added economic activity within
them to pay for building and
improving infrastructure including
roads, pedestrian bridges, land-
scaping, utilities and sidewalks.
The Spokane University District
was named in the bill as a dem-
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onstration project and over time
could receive millions to spur its
development.

Finally, some of you may recall
that last year [ sponsored legisla-
tion to create the Eastern Wash-
ington Veterans Cemetery.

I'm happy to report that ground-
breaking was held on Memorial
Day and the cemetery is scheduled
to open on Memorial Day, 2010.



