






Focus on the 1st: 
Cascadia/U.W. Bothell 
freeway project moves 
forward 
As I talk with our neighbors in the 
1st Legislative District, I find that the 
issues most important to our area 
are public safety, transportation, 
health care and our environment. I 
will be working with my colleagues 
and focusing on these issues this 
session. I’m committed to bringing 
home legislation that makes a 
difference.

One big difference that we’ve been 
able to help make is securing full 
funding for a freeway off ramp 
directly to the Cascadia Community 
College and U.W. Bothell campus. 
When the campus was first built, an 
agreement was made to construct 
the ramp.

I’ve been leading the effort to 
secure funding for the ramp, and 
Gov. Gregoire included full funding 
for it in her 2007-2009 budget. It’s 
an important project because it 
makes vital improvements to our 
area’s transportation system by 
taking cars off of surface streets 
in Bothell and surrounding areas. 
This is a critical element in the 
I-405 Improvement Project and it’s 
important to reducing congestion 
— which is good news for public 
safety and economic development.

During the 2008 session, my 
democratic colleagues and I are 
focusing on Washington’s bottom 
line. Our state’s economy is bucking 
the national trend and is overall 
healthy, but not for all citizens, and 
storm clouds are on the horizon for 
us in terms of the condition of our 
national economy. I’m committed to 
supporting targeted investments in 
education and public safety as well 
as for programs that will promote 
and continue our state’s strong 
economy. More and more often, it 
seems to me that the middle class is 
being squeezed out — we need to 
stop this trend.

During the special session dealing 
with property taxes this past 
December, I supported legislation 
to restore the will of voters and 
reinstate the 1 percent growth limit 
for property taxes. I also voted for a 

measure to help those at greatest 
financial risk of losing their homes 
with a program that allows more 
people to defer a part of their taxes 
until better times, or until they sell 
their home.

I’m also joining the effort during 
this session to help provide relief to 
the middle class through legislation 
to reform shady and predatory 
lending practices and create more 
affordable housing in our district 
and around the state. 
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Sen. McAuliffe joins Sen. Tracey J. Eide, right, and Sen. Claudia Kauffman as Gov. Gregoire signs 
legislation restoring the one-percent cap on property taxes in December 2007
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